TITLES AND  HONOURS

his talents; just as the captain of industry gives his energy or enterprise;
just as the man of science gives his inventions to the service of the
State, so the wealthy man gives, and in my view is rightly justified in
giving, his wealth, which very often is his only asset, for the benefit of
his country/1 So, a man who has no valour, courage, genius, talents,
energy, enterprise, or power of invention ought to be ennobled if he
has money and gives enough of it away.

The first part of the House of Lords resolution was adopted in sub-
sequent honours lists. In March 1918 it was objected that inadequate
information was furnished in the Honours List of i January 1918.* It
was said, for instance, that a statement that X was 'Mayor of Boo tie'
was not sufficient, since there were many mayors, and some reason
ought to be given for preferring one mayor to another. The reason
was in fact given by the Lord President of the Council. This mayor
was mayor of the Chancellor of the Exchequer's constituency and was
recommended by him and by another minister.

The belief that honours were bought and sold did not disappear with
the House of Lords resolution. In May 1919 the question was raised
in the House of Commons.3 It was'pointed out, inter alia, that in the
latest honours list, honours were granted to people connected with
the Daily Telegraph, Daily Mirror, Sunday Pictorial, Leeds Mercury,
Glasgow Daily Record, People, Evening Standard, Daily Sketch, Daily
Dispatch, Evening Chronicle, South Wales News, Cardiff Times, and a
press agency. Comparing this list with the list of honours granted to
the fighting services, it was suggested that the pen was in truth mightier
than the sword.4 A motion that particulars of party funds should be
made publishable by law was, however, defeated.

The matter came to a head with the offer of a peerage to Sir J. B.
Robinson in 1922. He was resident in South Africa; he was recom-
mended for "National and Imperial Services'; he was stated to be
'Chairman of the Robinson South African Banking Corporation',
when in fact that company was liquidated in 1905; and he had recently
been condemned by the Supreme Court of South Africa to pay heavy
damages for an act described by the Chief Justice as * wholly incon-

1 Ibid. 200.                                               z 29 H.L.Deb. 5 s., 5*3-33-

3 n<5 H.C.Deb. 5 s., 1334-82.                   4 Ibid. 1431.
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